HAIKU

Haiku is a form of poetry that is popular in Japan.  Haiku writers are challenged to create a vivid impression in only seventeen syllables.   The poem’s form is made up of three lines with the first line consisting of five syllables, the second line consisting of seven syllables, and the third and last line consisting of five syllables.  Most haiku are written about seasons or natural objects, but feel free to expand on this!

Although anyone can count out syllables to write a haiku, the tough part is creating a poem that exactly captures an image like a photograph.  Communicating that exact image to the reader is the haiku writer’s ultimate goal.

Read the following haiku poem by famed Japanese artist, Issa:  [image: image1.wmf]
A giant firefly:
that way, this way, that way, this -
and it passes by.

But it doesn’t all have to be about nature.  Read these modern haiku:
Freeway overpass--



the morning paper
Blossoms in grafitti on



harbinger of good and ill
fog-wrapped June mornings


---I step over it



-Michael R. Collings




-Dave McCroskey

Can you picture the image they were trying to create?  

In Japan these poems are valued for:

· Their lightness 

· Their simplicity 

· Their openness 

· Their depth 
__________________________________________________________________________
List a few topics here that you think might work for a haiku:
Thanks to: http://www.toyomasu.com/haiku/


